
Pastor Andrew’s Devotion  18th June (Thursday) 

Acts 6:1-7 In those days when the number of disciples was increasing, the 
Grecian Jews among them complained against the Hebraic Jews because their 
widows were being overlooked in the daily distribution of food. 2 So the Twelve 
gathered all the disciples together and said, "It would not be right for us to neglect 
the ministry of the word of God in order to wait on tables. 3 Brothers, choose 
seven men from among you who are known to be full of the Spirit and wisdom. 
We will turn this responsibility over to them 4 and will give our attention to prayer 
and the ministry of the word." 5 This proposal pleased the whole group. They 
chose Stephen, a man full of faith and of the Holy Spirit; also Philip, Procorus, 
Nicanor, Timon, Parmenas, and Nicolas from Antioch, a convert to Judaism. 6 
They presented these men to the apostles, who prayed and laid their hands on 
them. 7 So the word of God spread. The number of disciples in Jerusalem 
increased rapidly, and a large number of priests became obedient to the faith. 
 

The Greek widows were not receiving their fair distribution of resources. 
Perhaps they were neglected by the Jewish leaders in this matter. The Early 
Church was not perfect. Apparently, racial bias could have been an issue. But the 
apostles were not side-tracked to tackle this problem. They continued to focus 
on their ministry of prayer and preaching. They called the church together to 
choose the seven deacons. And the church chose seven Greek Christians to 
oversee the Greek widows in order to resolve this problem.  
 
How do we look after people who are neglected in CGMC? 
 

• Listen to those who have the least voice: children, youths, senior adults.  

• Make sure that there are people who represent and look after them. 

• Think of the faces of all those who have not been coming to Church, and 
contact them.  

• Make special effort to care for those who are unable to care for 
themselves.  

 
Acts 6:7 “So the word of God spread.” When “injustice” was settled in the 
church, and the right priorities were focused, the work of mission advanced. 
Preaching the gospel and taking care of your members are not mutually 
exclusive. One affects the other. The church community must be right before 
missions can be effective.  
 
If you were chosen to be the deacons (Committee members) to look after one of 
the following groups in CGMC: children, youths, senior adults, homebound, sickly 
and hospitalized, what would your recommendations be? What would you do? 


